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Biomedical waste
represents a small’
proportion of the
health care waste

“stream Only 10-to
" 15% of all health care>
wastes are biomedical .

Canada’s various
human and animal
health care facilities
generate over 40,000
tonnes of biomedical /
waste annually While

this 1s only a fraction -

of the six million
tonnes of hazardous
waste that are pro-
duced each year,
concerns about the
environment and the
transmaission of
communicable dis-
eases like AIDS have -
increased the need for
proper handling and
disposal of these
wastes ‘

'What are bio- ;|
med’ cnl wastes? .
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In response to the
need for a consistent,
national approach to
the management of
biomedical waste, the
Canadian Council of
Mlmsters of the Envi-
ronment (CCME) has
approved the follow-
ing definition

“Biomedical waste”.
means waste that 1s
_generated by

¢ human or-animal
health care

1

tacilities, C

e medical or vetern-
nary research and
teaching establish-

‘ments,

ehealth care teach-
ang establishments,

> Ochmcal testing
or research -
laboratories,

. » facilities involved °
in the production-or
,testing of vaccines .

J The following are the

types of blornedlcal
waste

(a) Human
Anatomical Waste

Consisting of human
tissues, organs and .
-body parts, but ex-
cluding teeth, hair
and nails R

(b) Animal Waste

Consisting of all
ariimal tissues, or-
gans, body parts, car-
casses, bedding, fluid
blood and blood prod-

i ucts, 1items saturated

;or drlppmg W1th blood,
body fluids contama-

nated with blood and -

body fluids removed

for diagnosis'or removed

' during surgery, treat-
,ment or autopsy un-
less certified by a
trained person that
the waste does not
contain viruses and
agents listed in Risk
Group 4 of the
Medical Research
‘Council of Canada/
Health and Welfare
Canada publication
“Laboratory B1osafety
Guidelines,” but .

. excluding teeth, hair,

nails, hooves and
feathers
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Laboratory Waste

Consisting of lab-
oratory cultures,
stocks or specimens
of microorganisms,
live or attenuated
vaccines, human or
animal cell cultures
used 1n research, and
laboratory matenal
that has come into
contact with any of
these

(d) Human Blood and
Body Fluid Waste

Consisting of human

. fluid blood and blood

products, 1tems satur-
ated or dripping with
‘blood, body fluids ~

’ contaminated with
blood, and body fluids

removed for diagnosis

or removed during
surgery, treatment or

. autopsy This'does
not include urine or
faeces

(e) Waste Sharps

'Clinical and labora-
tory maternals con- -
_s1sting of needles,
syringes, blades or’
laboratory glass cap-
able of causing punc-
tures or cuts

Biomedical waste
does not include
waste that 1s

e from animal
husbandry

. 0wh1ch 1s household

1n origin
e controlled 1n ac-

cordance with the
Health of Animals

Act (Canada), or'

‘e generated 1n the
food production,
general building
maintenance, and

_ coffice adrmmstra-
tion activities of
those facilities to
which this defini-
tion applies

This def1n1t10n does '
not_apply to micro-

biology laboratory .

waste, human blood
and body fluid waste.
or waste sharps, pro- .
vided that these
wastes have been
‘disinfected or de-.

.- contaminated -

1 med’ cal wasfes
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Biomedical ‘wastes
come from hospitals,
research labs, doctors,
dentists, veterinar-
1ans, medical labs,
nursing homes, old

ag€ homes and funeral

homes Hospitals are
the largest generators,
producing about half
of the total amount -
“for Canada, followed

by nursing homes, old
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‘age homes and vet-

erinarians Biomedical
waste stream volumes
vary from province to
province, as do the
proportions generated
by each of the sources
listed above Ontario
alone has an annual .
generation of 10,000
to 15,000 tonnes .
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The fractlon of the
biomedical waste
stream that 1s likely
to cause disease or

_injury 1s minimal,

risks that do occur are
those of exposure to

nfectious disease

organisms and phys-
ical injury (such as
punctures and cuts)
caused by sharps -

. People working 1n the

above professions
may be affected, as
well as those. who
regularly handle or
transport ‘biomedical
wastes (maintenance

«staff, waste haulers

and landfill workers)
Few biomedical waste-
associated 1njuries or

" diséases have been
, recorded to date
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The greatest nisks are
largely eliminated by
proper packaging This
and other recommen-
dations for proper
management are
summarized below

1 Segregatzon

. Blornedlcal WaStCS\

should be, separated
“from the general waste
stream at the point of
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generation to prevent
costly treatment of
. the entire waste .
© stream and permit the:

diversion of recyclable
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